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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
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“ The Play’s the thing.” ’"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


DRURY. LANE THEATRE. 

TueE Oratorio of Joseph in Egypt, and a Miscellaneous Selection of 

Music, were performed at this Theatre last night. 
HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Ow the eve of the re-opening of this favorite place of amusement, 
the following “ Recollections” may prove interesting. It was here in a 
building erected by a carpenter named Potter, in 1722, that Macklin, 
who had deserted Old Drury, after collecting an entire new company of 
performers, opened in 1743, and was joined by Foote, who appeared for 
the first time on the 6th of Feb, 1744, as Othello. In 1747 Foote 
opened the house on his own account, with an entertainment called the 
“‘ Diversions of the Morning,” consisting of imitations, &c., which proved 
so attractive that the Patentees of Drury Lane and Covet Garden, con- 
sidering it as injurious to their interests, made application to the Lord 
Chamberlain, who granted an injunction on the plea of its being an un- 
licensed performance, and empowered the Magistrates to put a stop to it; 
which was accordingly done by a party of constables entering the Theatre 
during the representation, and putting to flight the newly raised troops ; 
the audience were dismissed, and Foote was left to ruminate on his mis- 
fortune. Thus routed, he had recourse to stratagem, and in a few days 
advertised “ Mr. Foote’s compliments to his friends and the public, and 
solicits them to drink tea at the little Theatre in the Haymarket every 
morning at the play-house prices.” This manceuvre completely evaded 
the authority of the Chamberlain, and filled the pockets of the projector, 
who, for many years, made his tea a very profitable commodity, and in 
July 1766, Foote procured a patent for the exhibition of dramatic pieces 
during his life, from the 14th of May to the 14th of Sept., and having 
purchased the house which he had hitherto only occupied as a tenant, he 
erected on its site, and opened in May 1761, the former Theatre, which 
was pulled down to make way for improvements in 1820, and in its stead 
the present building was erected, and opened on 4th July 1821. On 16th 
Jan., 1777, Foote disposed of his patent to the elder Colman for the an- 
nual sum of £1600, but he did not long enjoy the fruits of the sale, 
his death having taken place in the month of Oct., in the same year. In 
Saturday’s number we shall continue this restrospective account up to 
the present period. 

The Retired Actor.—Melancholy emotions make us reflect universally 
on oursalves. The princes (the princes of Spain, )lately so powerful, now 
so obscure, without any active part to perform, reminded one of the time 
when we also had flourished for nearly thirty years as scenic grandees, 
though only the grandees of a specified hour. We, too, had been com- 

_pelled to retire from the stage on which we had shone. That change is 
to the actor preliminary death-a death more sad than his departure for 
the tomb. It is to survive his own reputation, and, while he is yet some- 
thing, to become a living nothing. Painters and sculptors have their gal- 
leries and their studies, and amateurs fill their saloons with thei their works. 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 











Authors see themselves on literary shelves, but he who leaves the Theatre 
leaves behind him scarcely the fleeting sound of a name, the mere lable 
of a man of talent, at the very most, without any other evidence of his 
talent. Still living you are, as a spectator, the poor nobody in the box, 
while on the stage you are always somebody. Wherever you go after your 
public lifo, you are seen with a sort of surprise, but you count for nothing. 
Every one seems to say “ Well, what brings you out again? Are you 
really alive ?” There is only one reply to be made “Light up the 
chandeliers, give me scenery, a stage, an audience, and an author, I will 
then give you a certificate of my existence.” Alas! alas! can you? 
O rage ! o desespoire ! o viellesse ennemie ! 

This would be to shew zeal without ability,—go and be buried. You were 
dead when the curtain dropped before you for the last time — TheFrench 
Stage. 





E’'ashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—lI have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to MApAmeE Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 


~ full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 


Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mehemet Ali, in costume, and Paga- 
nini; also splendid figures of Her Majesty, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, visit Tue Diorama, Regent’s Park.—Just opened with a New 
Exhibition representing The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem, and The Interior 
of the Cathedral of Auch, in the South of France, with various effects of light and 
shade. Both Pictures are painted by M. Renoux. They are truly beautiful, and 
will well repay a visit to this fashionable lounge. Open from Ten till Five. 

Wednesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Thursday, I am to be found admiring the beautiful collection of Paintings at the 
Society oF British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pall-mall, East, which is now open 
for the season—crowded with fashionables—Admission 1s. 

Afterwards pay a visit to the Kingeorama, 121, Pall-mall, to view Mr. Charles 
Marshall’s (of the Theatres Royal Covent Garden and Drury Lane,) new and in- 
teresting Pictorial Exhibition, being a combination of the expansive Panorama and 
the illusory Diorama ; effects painted in conjunction with distinguished artists, on 
a surface of upwards of 10,000 square feet. A most delightful Exhibition. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,— quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, called at Emmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“Why is one of Perrine’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—“ Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that will last 
through tumult and tempest, and though it may reign for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’s Hats, not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. each.— 85, Strand. 

“« All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de- - 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.—PAUL PRY. 














Theatre Royal, Adelphi. 








THIS EVENING 


Mr. C. H. ADAMS’ 


OR RE KY. 


Mr. ADAMS has the honor to announce his intention of delivering a 
Lecture on the sublime science of 


ASTRONOMY, 


at the above Theatre this Evening, when will be presented a Series of the 
most brilliant Transparencies and costly moving 


SCENERY 


EVER EXHIBITED! 














PART I. 


THE EARTH. 


Its shape and dimensions—diurnal revolution—annual motion—&c. &c- 








PART ll. 


THE MOON 


Revolves round the Earth—receives its light from the Sun—&. 





‘ 
THE TIDES 
Respective influence of the Sun and Moon in producing Spring and Neap 
Tides, explained upon a 


MECHANICAL TRANSPARENT APPARATUS. 








2 
PART III. 


The Science considered systematically, Ptolemaic, Egyptian, Tychonic, & 


The Illustrations will conclude with a i 


Vertical Orrery ! 


On which every Planet is represented of proportional magnitude. 
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In addition to the his accustomed Lecture, Mr. Adams will present 
several 


NEW SCENES; 


Amongst the more important of which, he begs particularty to mention 

an illustration which will clearly explain at once the striking fact of 

the difference in the length of the various years, and at the same time 
establish the enormous distance at which the 


FIXED STARS | 


are placed. 











The Lecturer will also present 


Af TRANSPARENCY 


which will enable him to shew a very popular error. 





Doors open at Half-past Seven. Begin at Eight o’ Clock. 
End about Ten. . 
BOXES, 4s. and 2s. PIT, 1s. 
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